PIPE & NORTH PIPE LAKES P&R DISTRICT

NEWSLETTER—MAY, 2005

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING—This is to advise that a Special Meeting of the District has been called for Saturday, May 21 at 10:00 a.m. The meeting will be held at Christ Lutheran Church located at the corner of County Roads G & T. Following is the agenda. Note that Heath Benike of the WDNR will be leading a discussion regarding the health of our lakes and the resulting fisheries characteristics. This should be a very interesting discussion and worthy of your attendance. 

1. Approval of Minutes for August 28, 2004 Annual Meeting

2. Approval of treasurer’s report

3. Recognize any new people present

4. Boat Parade date announcement (Sat, July 2 ??) and organization

5. Picnic date announcement (Sat, Aug 20 ????) and organization

6. Presentation of CREEL (Fisheries Study) analysis to-date by Heath Benike, Senior Fisheries Biologist for WDNR. This analysis helps to determine the suitability of our lake for various types of fish and; determines the type, size, and population of the fish in our lakes. Based on this study, fish management recommendations will be made. HEATH ALSO WANTS YOUR INPUT to get some idea on where people want the fishery to be headed into the future. SO, ANYBODY THAT HAS ANY INTEREST IN THE FISH IN PIPE LAKES SHOULD BE SURE TO ATTEND AND HEAR HEATH’S COMMENTS.

7. Comments/questions regarding the Planning Grant Analysis which was summarized in the March newsletter.

8. Status of management plan projects.

9. Annual Meeting Date announcement (Saturday, September 3???)

10. Adjourn
NOTE: FOR ALL THOSE ATTENDING THIS MEETING, WE WILL HAVE A DRAWING FOR A FREE SUBSCRIPTION TO THE MAGAZINE, CABIN LIFE.

WORTH REPEATING—Since I became president of the lake association back in 1998, I have published some 25 newsletters. In most I attempted to convey some significant and/or educational information regarding our lakes that hopefully you found interesting. I know that most of you have read all this; but if you are like most people, you disposed of the newsletter after reading it and forgot most of the information contained therein. Some of this information was significant and is worth repeating; so here goes.

· The best ways to improve clarity conditions in Pipe Lake are three-fold: improve water quality in North Pipe, improve shoreland buffers and optimize the biological influence of zooplankton.

· A number of studies have been done in at least five different states that examined the relationship between water quality and property value. All of these studies concluded that clarity DOES effect property value: if clarity increases, value increases and if clarity decreases, value decreases. The Minnesota study concluded that property value increased an average of $45.37 per front foot for a one-meter increase in water clarity. Likewise, for a one-meter decrease in water clarity, property value decreased an average of $69.37 per front foot.

· For every pound of phosphorus that enters into our lakes, 300 to 500 pounds of algae can be produced.

· In our lakes, there is an adequate amount of emergent vegetation in shallow water near the shoreline, which is beneficial as a filter for nutrients and as fish and wildlife habitat. However, submerged aquatic vegetation coverage in our lakes is low and Pipe Lake has far fewer aquatic plants per acre than North Pipe. Because these submerged plants absorb phosphorus, Pipe Lake is more sensitive to changes in water quality.

· North Pipe can gain potential water quality improvements from watershed projects that address streambank erosion. Another potential improvement area would be to reduce the effects of internal recycling.

· Owners of shoreland property often bring with them the traditional landscaping ideas centered on the conventional suburban yard that strives for the “clean” look of a golf course or a beach. Yet, besides eliminating fish and wildlife habitat, this type of landscaping also creates problems for homeowners, such as green water, more erosion and nuisance wildlife problems. A tidy lawn and sandy beach make great spots for sunbathing and swimming, but they provide little habitat for fish and wildlife. By leaving a buffer area of natural vegetation along the shoreline, property owners can reduce erosion, help maintain water quality, and provide habitat and travel corridors for wildlife.

· What you do in your house and yard directly affects your lake. You CAN make a difference. Lakes have interrelated physical, chemical and biological properties. Disruptions in one can affect the others. For example, when rain washes chemical fertilizers off your lawn and into the lake, the chemical properties of the lake are altered. This changed chemistry can actually increase the biological productivity of the lake. This may not be good.

· Many waterfront dwellers wonder what difference alterations to their single piece of property could possibly make. But when the actions of dozens of individual property owners are added up, the sum effect can alter the habitat and water quality. The cumulative harm from shoreline alterations by many affects swimming, fishing, wildlife, and the overall health of our water resources. It’s like walking in a garden. If a neighbor kid came through once, that would be no big deal. But if the whole neighborhood came through, your garden would be trampled.

· Buffer zones are a BIG deal. A buffer zone is a strip of land running parallel with the lake shore which consists of plants, shrubs, trees, etc. that are allowed to grow to their full natural state. What does a buffer zone do: two things. First, is slows down and/or prevents surface water runoff from entering the lake. Secondly, it acts as a filter by absorbing various nutrients and sediments from the water runoff. Does a buffer zone improve the quality of the lake? The short answer is YES.

· Remember my recent article on loons. Loons can be tolerant of human recreation and even raise young successfully on lakes that have regular recreational use—if people using the lakes are mindful of the loon’s presence and give them some space. All loons ask for is a place to live, clean water, some fish to eat and a little privacy. For what loons give to people, that seems a small price to pay.

Now we get to the part about specifically what you can do toward preserving our valuable lake resources. We ask that each of you read the following very carefully, and ensure the continued quality of our lakes by adhering to ALL of the following:

· Make sure your septic tank is operating properly, maintain it properly and have it pumped as required so as to prevent wastewater from leaching into the lake.

· Be sure you are not depositing “gray” water into the lake (i.e. water from your sink, shower, washing machine, etc.)

· It is unlawful to use fertilizer with phosphorus within 1000 feet of a lake in Polk County. Be sure the middle number is “0” on any fertilizer you use.

· Do not use week killers anywhere close to the lake.

· Do not dump leaves, grass clippings or other organic matter into the lake; in fact you should rake as many leaves out of the lake as you can. Leaves in the lake will decompose and deposit phosphorus into the lake.

· Do not allow any ashes from leaves, campfires, etc. to be washed into the lake as they contain high levels of phosphorus.

· Do everything you can to preserve the trees and natural growth from your house to the shoreline. You could be in violation of Polk County’s Shoreland Protection Ordinance if you remove trees from your lakeside yard. A permit is required.

· Do everything you can to prevent or slow down water runoff from your land during a rainfall. This can be done by diverting the water flow or be filtering through a buffer zone.

· Runoff can be diverted by constructing some sort of “dam” (simply a 6-8” high seeded grassy dirt wall will be effective with low or moderately sloped lawns). Divert the water to a low area or a wetland or any area that will slow or stop the flow.

· You can increase infiltration of rain on your property by establishing a suitable buffer zone along your lakeshore by leaving or establishing native vegetation (forestland and forest under-story, native grasses and native shrubs). A suitable buffer zone 35’ wide can settle out 50-100% of the solid particles. In addition, a 35-foot buffer zone can remove as much as 40-75% of the phosphorus contained in runoff water.

· Pick up pet waste and dispose of it where it will not make its way to the lake during a rainstorm.

· Leave aquatic plants in the littoral zone—including emergent, free-floating and submergent plants. They reduce the impact of waves, help stabilize the shoreline, and prevent erosion. Do not disturb them when boating.

· Respect the slow-no-wake zones on lakes. Motorboats may not operate faster than slow-no-wake within 100 feet of a dock, raft, pier or buoyed restricted area. Personal watercraft (jet skies) may not operate faster than slow-no-wake speeds within 200 feet of shore on any lake.

I want to leave you with just one final thought that has appeared in previous newsletters: REMEMBER, WE DO NOT OWN OUR LAKE; WE SIMPLY ARE BORROWING IT FROM OUR CHILDREN. THEREFORE, IT IS UP TO US TO PRESERVE WHAT WE HAVE AS BEST AS WE CAN FOR THE USE OF FUTURE GENERATIONS.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

