







(approved 5-16-08)

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE COMMISSIONERS

PIPE LAKES PROTECTION AND REHABILITATION DISTRICT

APRIL 4, 2008

2198 WEST PIPE LAKE COURT

ATTENDING: 

Larry Bresina; Joe Errigo; Tom O’Hern; Dick Hollar (by phone); Carol Vantine

ABSENT:

Jeff Peterson*; Doug Rouzer

The meeting was called to order by Carol Vantine, Commission Chair, at 3:15 PM.

The agenda was unanimously approved as mailed.

The Minutes of the January 18, 2008 meeting were unanimously approved as submitted.

There was no report from the Johnstown Board. The Pipe Lakes Commission will have a new representative from the Polk County Board.*

Ron Vantine reported on his research for a Pipe Lakes Conservancy.  One approach is to establish an independent nonprofit organization like the one set up at Deer Lake.  Another option is to work through an existing land trust, such as the Gathering Waters Conservancy, based in Madison, or the Western Wisconsin Land Trust, based in Menomonee.  The Western Wisconsin Land Trust is already very active in Polk County, with 19 properties comprised of over 5000 acres.  Dick Hollar mentioned that the lake district itself could be the recipient for donations of land or easements.  No action was requested or taken.

The Commissioners accepted the unaudited financial report for 2007, showing income of $26,797, expenses of $18,641, and a balance forward to 2008 of $8,156.  The board requested  a written audit report for presentation at the May 16, 2008 meeting. 

The Commission passed a motion to extend the deadline for applications for the District’s 2008 Shoreland Restoration Grant Program from March 31, to July 31, 2008.

The Commission directed the Water Quality Core Group to serve as a Special Task Force to review pending applications for Shoreland Restoration Grants and report to the Commission on actions taken.  Tom O’Hern agreed to serve on the special task force.

_____________________________________________________________________

*Carol Vantine reported that Jeff Peterson was defeated in his re-election bid for the Polk County Board. The County will be naming a new representative to the Pipe Lakes Commission.

Larry Bresina presented an outline for development of a five year lake management plan and submission of an application for a Lake Protection Grant in 2009.  The Board may consider a survey of district residents to help set priorities for this five year plan. A more detailed report, analysis and recommendations will be presented at the May 16 meeting.

The Commissioners passed a motion authorizing an extension of the current planning grant period from June 30 to December 30, 2008.

The Commission reviewed several submissions for the Newsletter Naming Contest.  No action was taken.  Commission members reported they have received many positive comments about the new format and content of the newsletter.

The Commission accepted a report from Carol Vantine on the redesign of the Pipe Lakes Website, including initial set up costs and projected ongoing annual expenses to maintain and update the website.  Commissioners expressed their sincere thanks for Carol’s leadership on this important communications priority for 2008.

The Commissioner’s agreed to invite a speaker for the May 24 Membership Meeting who can talk about their personal experience with a shoreland restoration project.  Tom O’Hern agreed to contact a neighbor who completed a shoreland restoration project three years ago.  Commission members agreed that generating interest in the Shoreland Restoration Grant Program is a top priority for 2008.

Carol Vantine adjourned the meeting at 6:50 PM.

Respectfully Submitted.

Joseph Errigo, Secretary

