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Website—www.pipelakes.org
AQUATIC PLANT WORKSHOP—Ever wonder what those weeds (aquatic plants) are in front of your place? Are they or could they be harmful? What are their characteristics? What good are they? Will this low lake level have a positive or negative effect on these plants (you may need to decide what is positive or negative)?

Matt Berg, a local biologist and our aquatic plant consultant, will be conducting a workshop to answer these and other questions that you may have. This workshop will be conducted at the town shed on County Road G on Saturday, August 4th from 10:00-11:00 a.m.
Also for KIDS and ADULTS alike, you will receive instructions and have the opportunity to mount and preserve samples of your plants. These may be suitable for framing if you desire or for “show and tell” at school next September.
So, grab a rake, pull up a sample of weeds in front of your place and show up 10 a.m. on August 4th.

BOAT PARADE RESULTS—The 2007 July 4th boat parade was a rousing success.  We didn’t have as many entries as other years, perhaps due to the inability of boats to get under the bridge and July 4th splitting weekends on either side. There was still plenty of enthusiasm.

Results:  Pontoon 1st place  Durkee/ Jenson – “That 70’s Boat”;

2nd McCarthy – Rat a too ee; 

Tie for 3rd- Price- Pipe Lake Looney Tunes and Spangers- Western Coral. 

Honorable Mention: Dick Braun -Got Loons; Breyer- Show us your Heinies

Results: Open Class  1st Gorman, Paradise Island; 2nd O’Hern/Overley – Red/White/Blue/

Many thanks to: Dick Braun for ordering trophies; Bob Whitlock for driving the pontoon;

Tom O’Hern for handling registration;

 Judges:  Meghan Mears Fugitt – (organizer extraordinaire) , Kadi Allen, Andy Billig, Joe and Georgiann Errigo.  

See everyone next year.  Joan Billig

Also a HUGE THANK YOU to Joan Billig for taking over and running this event.

ANNUAL PICNIC—Come one, come all to the Pipe Lakes picnic to be held at the County Line on August 18th starting at 1:00 p.m. Lots and lots of fun for kids and adults alike; AND plenty of food and drink for everyone. Please see complete details on the attached flyer. WE NEED JUST 3 OR 4 MORE VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH THE GAMES; TEENAGERS ARE WELCOME TO HELP WITH THIS.
BOATING SAFETY—Over the 4th of July week, I personally witnessed some pretty stupid acts. I saw boats and jet skies towing skiers/tubers without an observer. In a couple of cases, there were some quite small kids being towed with no one watching them. I saw skiers come within 100 feet of a dock. I had reports of skiers coming very close to other boats. Then to top it off, on Sunday night, people were tubing after dark; AND as you might guess, they had no lights on their boat. How dumb and careless some people can get is beyond me. PLEASE FOR YOUR SAFETY AND THE SAFETY OF OTHERS, OBSERVE SAFE BOATING RULES. Parents, keep an eye on your kids. Parents, if you are the guilty ones, shame on you. To the best of my knowledge, we have not had any serious accidents on our lakes; and we want to keep it that way.

LEAVE SHORELINES NATURAL FOR CLEANER WATER—Because of our abnormal low water level, most of us have a lot more shoreline land than normal and now this land is growing lots of “weeds”. You may be tempted to pull these weeds, mow them, till them under with a roto-tiller, spray with weed killer or whatever. PLEASE RESIST THIS TEMPTATION! Anything you do now probably will be harmful to the lake when the water level returns to normal. Roto-tilling, pulling weeds, etc. disturbs what used to be the lake bottom, which is really a collection of sediments and IS LOADED WITH PHOSPHORUS.  When the level returns to normal, a high amount of phosphorus could be released into the lake, which will add to the algae population and reduce clarity. Also disturbing the lake bottom increases the potential for undesirable plants to take hold. It goes without saying that using weed killers will be harmful when the water rises. This could kill fish. If you mow, you should rake or pick-up the cuttings as these will flow into the lake when the water rises, decay and release phosphorus.
Generally speaking, anything that you can do by hand does not require a permit from the DNR. However, anything else, does require a permit including adding any sand or any  chemicals to this newly exposed lake bottom.
TEN YEAR LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN—Property owners and visitors have enjoyed the high quality of the Pipe Lakes for many years in the past. Will these lakes retain the quality of the past for many years into the future? The District Water Quality Committee has investigated this question and concluded that the level of development around the lakes and land use changes in the outer watershed is likely to cause a slow degradation over time. To help offset this slow degradation, the Core Group of the Water Quality Committee is devising a 10-year Lake Management Plan for our lakes. The basics of this plan are being reviewed with the Board and Water Quality Auxiliary Committee Group this summer. The plan will then be completed after the results of the current planning grant become available this fall. The main goals of the plan include generating broad community involvement in protecting the lakes, increasing water clarity, and preventing entrenchment of invasive species. The Core Group will present a status report on this plan at the Annual Meeting in September.

ELECTION OF COMMISSIONER—Note above that at the Annual Meeting we will be electing one new commissioner. Bob Matson has served your lake district well as secretary and has provided knowledgeable and valuable insight on a number of subjects at our board meetings. Bob has decided not to run again for office. Bob, thanks for you help and input over the past 3 years; you will be missed.

If you are interested in running for this open commissioner position, please contact anyone of the officers noted above or any of the members of the Nominating Committee (see below).
The person who is elected will not necessarily serve as secretary. State Statutes direct us to hold a board meeting following the elections where the Board decides who will serve in the various positions: i.e. Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, etc.

ALSO, WE STILL NEED A COUPLE OF PEOPLE TO SERVE ON THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE. There is not much work here so it will not take much of your time and you will be done on September 1. Please contact Dick Hollar at 822-5317 or reply to the e-mail.

TURN OVER FOR PICNIC DETAILS

