PIPE & NORTH PIPE LAKES P&R DISTRICT

NEWSLETTER—JUNE 2007

COMMISSIONERS
Dick Hollar, Chairman 715-822-5317; Carol Vantine, Treasure 612-750-8785



Bob Matson, Secretary 612-889-4463; Larry Bresina, Water Quality 651-735-0019



Joe Errigo 715-822-3564
        

Jeff Peterson, County 715-472-2728;    Doug Rouzer, Township 715-822-3288

Website—www.pipelakes.org
NEW COMMISSIONER—You may notice that a new person appears in the above listing of the District commissioners. Due to increased demands of his job, Dave Oberle had to resign his position on the Board of Commissioners. In a case such as this, state statutes provides that a new commissioner can be appointed by the Chairman with approval by the Board. This procedure was followed and it is my pleasure to announce that Joe Errigo has accepted the opportunity fill the remaining term of Dave Oberle, which is until September, 2008.

While we are on the subject of commissioners, let me remind you that we will be electing one new commissioner at our annual meeting scheduled for September 1, 2007. If you would like to become involved in the leadership activities of our lake district and help form the lake planning activities for the future, please contact any one of the commissioners noted above. A nominating committee will be appointed and your name will be passed onto them.

SHORELINE FIRES: FOOD FOR THOUGHT, FOOD FOR ALGAE—The following was taken from an article by Mark Sesing in the Fall, 2006 edition of “The Lake Connection”.
Excessive algae causes the formation of scum, foul odors, low oxygen in water and offensive views. ASH feeds algae. ANY fire will create ASH waste. On average, the burning of wood results in about 8% ash. Ashes contain 1 to 2% phosphorous, 5 to 10% potassium and trace amounts of other nutrients. But it’s the phosphorus component in ashes that stimulates algae growth.
So, when you pile that brush high and throw that match, don’t unwittingly aid and abet the algae beast by burning on the shoreline. Shoreline burning also kills vegetation and changes the soil structure with the end result being more soil erosion into the lake. If you burn leaves, scrap wood, tree limbs, paper, or other trash, help out the lake by burning away from the shore, where it won’t blow or wash into the lake. Thirty five feet is a good distance if you don’t have a fire pit.

Consider these facts: One ton of wood will produce about160 pounds of ash; 160 pounds of ash will produce about 2 pounds of phosphorus and 2 pounds of phosphorous can generate 1,250 pounds of wet algae.

NORTHWOODS REFLECTIONS by Sandy Gillum as taken from “Lake Tides” summer, 2006 edition.

Lakes are ecosystems and ecosystems are communities and communities have parts that fit and work together in exquisitely intricate ways. When lake systems are healthy, their parts work together in concert, rather like a symphonic orchestra or an articulated animal. These “parts” include: temperature, water clarity, phosphorus, chlorophyll, algae, aquatic plants, shoreline plants, vegetated shoreland buffers, wildlife, boats, and many more. Humans have impacts on each and every one of these parts. Sometimes we see and understand the “wake” we leave; many times we don’t comprehend the “splash” we make, or we may be just learning about the “tide” of difference we are making. We have the potential to change these northern waters forever—to love them to death, or protect them in perpetuity.
Recent studies have provided perspectives on our lakes:

· Lakes with higher Secchi depth readings are preferred by shoreland buyers and they are willing to pay more for this opportunity;

· Peace and quiet is the #1 reason to be at a lake;

· Shoreline development is depleting habitat for frogs and some migratory birds;

· Near shore changes have decreased habitat for fish and loons and turtles;

· Loss of coarse woody habitat diminishes fisheries;

· Phosphorus laden run-off increases aquatic plant growth;

· Wise land planning and appropriate zoning protect lakes from degradation;

· Tourism in lake country pumps billions into Wisconsin’s economy and creates jobs ub kicak communities;
· Without tourism dollars, taxpayers would need to pay more for equivalent services;

· And shorelands around degraded lakes are selling at lower prices, in some areas, and shifting some of the tax burden to off-water properties.

The quality of lakes in the future is at stake. The quality of lake resources has and will be challenged here again and again. Stewardship begins at home. Evaluate how you manage your shoreland, how you care for your septic system, how you control runoff, how you use the lake. How does your neighbor view your shoreland and lake use? Isn’t example a good teacher?

Think beyond the shore! Think ground water sources. Think surface water. Think watershed. Think wildlife. Think decades. Lake stewardship is eco-ethics in action. For what we want for tomorrow, must be understood and initiated today. Good stewardship is the gift to future generations.
WORDS FOR THOUGHT!

CONDITIONS UNDER THE BRIDGE—At the spring meeting, a presentation was made regarding the conditions under the bridge, past history and other information. I will duplicate most of that in this newsletter. Dredging was last done under the bridge on August 14, 1998 at a cost of $4060.
COMPARISON OF BOTTOM PROFILE—1998 vs. 2006

AVERAGE ELEVATION OF BOTTOM

1998

2006

DIFFERENCE




AT CENTER

993.5’

993.81’
  + .31’ (3.7”)





ON SIDES

994.0’

994.75

  + .75’ (9”)

WATER ELEVATION



997.3’

995.35

  -- 1.95’ (23.4”)

In words, the lake bottom has risen less than 4” in the center and 9” on the side next to the posts while the water level has decreased almost two feet. Basically boat traffic has kept the bottom in the center essentially the same and has pushed any additional sediments toward the sides. We cannot reduce the bottom elevation on the north side of the bridge below 1998 elevation due to an underground telephone cable; so we cannot go much lower than we are.
If we were to dredge this year, cost would be:

Permit fee



$  500

Engineering evaluation

    500

Approx cost to dredge


  8250
Total




$9250

We simply do not have the money!!
If we were to dredge in 2008, cost would be (assuming the award of a grant):
Permit fee



waved

Engineering evaluation

$ 500

Our est. cost to dredge
       
 4500
Total




$5000

This would essentially double our tax levy from that in past years. However there is a possibility that our permit and grant applications would be turned down as the DNR has already raised the issue that the problem is due to low water levels and not filling in under the bridge.

BOAT LANDING—Johnstown Township is going to repair the boat landing going into Pipe Lake.  How is that for good news to a number of you? They have approved expenditures of up to $4000 to make the necessary repairs. They plan to raise the slabs that have sunk even with the others and smooth off and level the existing bottom. Then they will add 2 to 4 more slabs to extend the ramp out far enough that the problem should not reoccur (unless people really get crazy). The Town is planning to have this work completed sometime in June pending approval and issuance of a permit by the DNR.

As you may or may not know, the problem is caused by people “power loading” their boat onto their trailer; that is with the trailer backed into the water, they simply drive their boat onto the trailer all the way to the front support. This usually requires a significant amount of power and the backwash from the boat’s prop washes out the gravel behind the boat and causes that hole and mound of gravel. The idea is to extend the ramp out far enough where the backwash from the prop will not move any gravel. 
If you would like to extend the Town Board a big THANK YOU, you can do so through me by sending me a note either by mail or e-mail and I will pass it on.
BOAT PARADE AND PICNIC—Those present at the spring meeting chose to have the boat parade on Sunday, July 1 at 2:00 p.m. See the attached flyer for details. Also the picnic was scheduled for Saturday, August 18. Details will follow.
HOWEVER WE NEED HELP FOR THE PICNIC. WE NEED PRIMARILY SOMEONE TO STEP-UP AND SERVE AS CHAIRMAN (YOU WILL HAVE LOTS OF HELP). WE ALSO NEED PEOPLE TO HELP WITH THE GAMES (people with older kids works real good). AND WE COULD USE A COUPLE OF FOOD SERVERS. Already 10 people have volunteered for various tasks and we need only a few more. Now this will only take an hour or two of your time and the success of this picnic is dependent upon you the volunteers. So please contact Dick Hollar or any of the other board members and sign-up to help (names and numbers are in the letterhead).

